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EDITORIAL .
Rough road ahead Disappoifted by plans to mine near Metamora

i H Beth Henderson, Michael McKee,

® ® The Boy Scouts 2'€ goin o Tired of spineless politicians Lapeer County Bank & Trust
f r r (I l mlne ' {)em eedily let an mtertnb? \lona] The County Press is like 99 per-  Co., Mike and Jean Best, Willard
o 9 ve n(:iﬁlrng company turtt '€ prog, cent of the liberal media. You sa

dscap 4 t Y Schafer, Joh? and Cﬁol Jtﬁgz‘ck
r lan €, and be careful what you ask for if we anonymous for cash dona '
any residents in the quaint and normally quiet ?ll;te);\ ‘:};’eﬁ l(l;gl?e they Will sel] ot like Donald -rmg,p, but you and Bob and Gretchen Bityk, Dr.
M village of Metamora and surrounding area are tHons of the jand tO & deVel- all the talking heads on TV con- Jeffrey and Virginia Harris,

in an uproar about pending plans by an interna- o r that will build huge homesg tinue to miss the point. First Presbyterian Church —
tional aggregate company to mine gravel from the D-bar-A g?:un d these new maMage We're tired of spineless poli- Presbyterian Women, anonymous
Boy Scout Ranch. The resulting timber clearcutting and lakes i ticians like Barack Obama who for knit. slippers donation and
mining would result in dozens of loud aﬂ}d dirty dolt:ble-bot- Meanwhile. who stll1 Oelris? can't even say the words radical  Amy Nicholson.
tom gravel trains and logging trucks rolling through the We do. The people W ve Ve in Muslim jihadists who are tearing Curt Carter
village every day, or on eastbound Dryden Road enroute to Metamora who will D2V to gaq this world and country apart. The Treasurer
Van Dyke. D P el e ked aneda,iga, gravel trucksni;“t day last time I checked the only peo- Lapeer Goodfellows
Met(z):nr!%nggmsegirpy%ardcoﬁieting ;zsvo?::‘;stt?:i(; dis-a and part of the Weilgy Unt:iaets\i:m pll: g‘:tg'slg r(::lfl:g:f?:: c;l)se(()):)lgei?l-
content about a recently announced application by the Difse s VILiaRS S r dO busjpes, garis and California are Muslims
Edward Levy Company and the Boy Scouts of America to able place to live O & .
mine gravel for up to 30

’ . ’
s’ will
years on nearly 500 acres of the | hope township (Metamora) They're not Christians or Jews. HObby busmesse

; an Nas some they're radicalized Muslims who not be etting my sv por i
e s uresque Boy Scout ranch, e AR hg!ke lheke):i/e to Prevent areyhell-bent on destroying us It's allgwell a?xd dyandypto say
Local officials have no intention of letting their com- magic up h‘s S ening, be€cause and our way of life. le should shop local for the
munity become overrun by noisy gravel trucks that would this frpm app hangé the lang. Republicans like Donald people s P
: : this will forever ¢ P , holidays, but has anyone ever
Kick up dust on the diners enjoying a meal on the outdoor d desirability ©f living Trump or Chris Christie are the really tried to do this? Everything
patios of White Horse Inn and High Street Eatery, both ,SC?E: Kllneta mora area. ! Was gq kind of strong leaders we need at fromyjewel to clothes to furni-
located near the intersection of .Hngh (Dryden Road) and g]isa ointed to read abouyt the this time in this country to call ture is mugl more expensive in
Oak streets in the heart of the village. These business langl:o mine gravel from the things as they see them and to Lapeer than I can find in Auburn
owners and others in the community have DS e go Scout ranch and Put all that  prevent further murder in our Hiﬁs at Great Lakes Crossing or
money and sweat equity as they staked their claims on the ma)t'erial onto our local Toads. country at the hands of Muslims. sE Eikeatie
future of Metamora — all of which_ qould be jeopardized by Christy Rl()pelle [ say be careful what you ask for I make $i2 an hour so as much
the proposed large-scale gravel mining project located just Metamord Towns hip if you support Hillary Clinton as I'd like to support local mer.
east of town. , because she will only continue chants I can’t alf)iord their high
Only last year many of the same resndfznts in the vicinity X d eWs the same lame foreign policy as . 3 allEHe hours s
dodged a bullet when the ET Rover Pipeline Co. changed Gravel mine bad n Obama and will do nothing to pnc%s an un{e : ;(S C ) 0
its mind about a natural gas pnpelme.route that w.ould. have ' or Metomor a Drydel\ stop radicalized Muslims in the working people like me and my
carved a pathway through the beautiful countryside like a ’ United States fam!ly. If they close their h,ObbY
het knife through butter. Now the same peace and tranquil- It would appear the Boy .Ruth Anne Mitchell busme.sses at 6 p.m. | won't be
ity is threatened all over again by two more outside organi- Scouts of America and the Levy Imlay Towns hip shopping at them, becausq my
| Zations that stand to make a lot of money in our communi- Company are going to g¢t very husband and | work for a living
Ly with little regard to the community that's only just now rich from the deal they re work- . and we have to commute to work
Betting back on its feet after the Great Recession. ing to strike to mine gravel from ’Thnnks fOl‘ SU pOﬁ SO we're not home until after 7
. Kudos to the township board that Monday took the the D-bar-A Boy Scout Ranch in Of I.upeer GOOd O“OWS pP.m. '
dvice of their legal counsel, hometown attorney Mike Metamora Township. Can yoy L don't appreciate preachy
Nolan, to approve a four-month moratorium on any new imagine how much money they On behalf of the Lapeer chamber or business people sug-
gravel mining in Metamora Township while officials pre- will make on the gravel, and then = Goodfellows. | would like to gesting that if we don’t support
pare themselves for what could be a long and expensive add in the timber they will sell thank.the. following p.eol)\e and them the local businesses will go
| appea] to the project. from the nearly 400 acres they're organgzatxons for their recent. away.

Wasting no time, Nolan and the township hired one of going to strip from the land? And  donations to our cause: Laurie Sheri Armstrong
the state’s most highly-regarded attorneys with regards can you imagine how many truck- Verbeke, Gary Nichols, Verna Elba Township
to understanding zoning and master plans as it relates to loads of gravel and timber will be and William Valley, Doug and
gravel mining disputes. Gerry Fisher has been retained to - going down our local roads?
assist Nolan in preparing documentation and legal briefs in | It's private property $0 | won-
an attempt to block or at least restrict Levy's ambitions to " der what the township ¢can do
haul tons of gravel and dirt through the village and townshi

ip to restrict or try to prevent this
of Metamora every day. The Village of Dryden and the East new operation from starting.
Dryden Road corridor to M-53 and south through Almont But | sure hope they try. | live
ought to be concerned about the proposed gravel mine oper- off Dryden Road and I'm not tao
ation as well because the same degree of unrelenting truck

excited at the prospect of doz- I JUST WANT PEACE
traffic could be headed their way. ens and dozens of heavy, noisy, ON EARTH AND
I'ne Metamora Township Board and its planning com- dusty and slow-moving gravel 600DWILL TO ALL.
mission will hold a joint meeting at 7 p.m. Jan. 11 at the  trains going back and forth for 30
township hall in a proactive move to bring everyone upto |

years.

There goes the neighborhood
and the property values. | feel

speed as their lawyers prepare recommendations to fight
the gravel mine application.

Like we did as a community when the ET Rover Pipeline

sorry for the White Horse Inn

proposal threatened the tranquility of four townships ~ that just built a wonderfyl out-
south of 169, area citizens and township officials have an . door patio for its guests. But who
Opportunity to again organize a grass-roots campaign to . would want to sit out there in the
thwart plans that have the potential to disturb the peace summer when there’s truck after
along Dryden Road for 30 years into the future. } truck rumbling by them only a
- It's also puzzling that an organization like the Boy - few feet away while they try to
Scouts of America that claims to celebrate the great out- | enjoy a meal or adult beverage‘)
doors would agree to carve up and turn hundreds of acres This is bad for Metamora aﬂd
of its property into a lunar landscape of gravel piles and bad for Dryden Township that
;;its until, and if, the land is reclaimed and restored after will realize the most negative
they reap their financial gain. |

The motto of the Boy Scouts is to “Be Prepared.” Its ¢ ;?g%alf })fm(;];gr[lfoggavy st
slogan is “Do a Good Turn Daily.” We hope the Scouts are ) '

prepared for the backlash and anguish their gravel mine Noah Matthews

application has stirred in their backyard and will think long | Dryden TOwnShlp
and hard whether to diminish the quality of life around

the Metamora Township ranch or whether there is really a
short-term financial gain,
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